Oct 22nd - Nov 12th 2021

Creatively Tackling Climate
Change in Inverclyde

www.galoshansfestival.com

ARE YOU GOING GALOSHANS?
The term ‘Going Galoshans’ has long been used by residents of Inverclyde
to describe guising door to door around Hallowe’en time - dressing up and
delivering a skit or play, this tradition often centred around the characters of
the Galoshans story – an activity we now recognise as modern-day Trick or
Treating. In 2014, a local Inverclyde school teacher reignited the passion for
Going Galoshans, encouraging a new generation to keep this lyrical local term
and tradition of folk performance alive.
Subsequent Galoshans Festivals from 2014 – 2019 delivered by UZ Arts, Inverclyde
Place Partnership, Beacon Arts Centre, RIG Arts and the Galoshans Consortium
have supported this resurgence in local pride with an annual programme of
events, rooted in performance, creativity and community celebration.
Inverclyde’s annual Galoshans Festival is getting ready to kick off from 22nd
October til 12th November 2021 - bringing you a whole host of exciting
performances and cultural events centred on Hallowe’en traditions.
Galoshans is an arts festival with a strong focus on outreach and engagement.
This year’s festival looks forward to welcoming the return of more in-person
events, bringing art installations, film, theatre, live music, and much more to the
heart of the community.
The theme of this year’s festival is ‘Climate’, linking with the globally significant
2021 United Nations Climate Change Conference, COP26, taking place in
Glasgow this year. The 2021 programme offers inspiring creative opportunities
with community participation at the core, featuring a range of local and national
artists collaborating with the public to create work relating to the theme.

Workshops & Community Projects

READ AND RECOMMEND/BORROWBOX
25th - 30th October - Online
https://www.facebook.com/groups/readandrecommend
https://inverclyde.borrowbox.com
Resources and books themed around Halloween and Galoshans
shared online.Opportunities to promote local content and ebooks.
COMMUNITY STREET THEATRE
Sat 30th October - The Turtles
2.30 - 3pm. Performance 1 at the Beacon
3.30 - 4.15pm. Performance 2 in the Greenock
town centre
Sun 31st October - The Concreatures
2.00 - 2.40pm & 3.30 - 4.10pm - Performances
in the Greenock town centre
Walkabout theatre performances: The Concreatures
are curious concrete creatures. Big fans of architecture
(the more brutalist the better) they have an unusual way
of celebrating stillness. The Concreatures are envious of
anything that moves faster than a statue and have been
known to enjoy a dance battle.
The Turtles - A group of turtles move slowly through the
streets, they have made it their business to return all the items
they have found in the sea that have been lost by humans to their
owners…The project is supported by Awards for All, The Garfield Weston
Foundation, Hugh Fraser Foundation and The Foyle Foundation.
GREER PESTER –KITE MAKING WORKSHOP
25th October 10am -1pm, The Broomhill Art Flat,
12 Broomhill Court, Ann St, Greenock, PA15 4ET
Drop in subject to availability.
INVERCLYDE YOUTH MUSIC
INITIATIVE STREETBAND

Saturday 30th October 2021 - 2pm - Beacon Arts Centre
A concert showcasing four performances by St Mary’s
Primary and Gourock Primary featuring “Monster”
Automatic & “Enough is Enough” – Oi Musica. Monster
is a great Halloween song and Enough is Enough is
inspired by climate change so come and see the
street bands play and hear from the pupils about
their experiences of the project.
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Workshops & Community Projects

WATER ACTIVATED STREET ART
Saturday 30th October Egeria Sculpture West Blackhall Street
10am -12pm Well Park Mid Kirk 1pm-3pm
Sun 31st October Beacon Arts Centre, Custom House Quay 1pm - 3pm
Help bring the streets alive with Water Activated Street Art, Free
external workshops designing and painting outdoor water activated
murals inspired by Galoshans and the theme of climate.
CLIMATE THEMED VIRTUAL REALITY
Monday 1st November, 5pm - 7pm, Greenock
Central Library
FREE sessions allowing users to explore ice caps/
coastlines all around the world and the local
environment in Inverclyde (age 12+) Nintendo
Switches will be available for younger age groups
RECYCLE UPCYCLE WORKSHOP
Saturday 30th October, 1pm-3pm
Broomhill Art Flat, 12 Broomhill Court, Ann St, PA15 4ET
Booking via info@rigarts.org
Free textile upcycling workshops to create halloween
costumes & accessories
RECYCLE UPCYCLE WORKSHOP
CLIMATE ACTION
Saturday 6th November, 1pm-3pm
Broomhill Art Flat, 12 Broomhill Court, Ann St,
PA15 4ET
Booking via info@rigarts.org
Free textiles upcycling screen printing workshops
CLIMATE ADAPTATION CREATIVE
ZINE SESSION
Interactive creative zine sessions using collage
to creatively explore the impacts of extreme
temperatures on Inverclyde and imagining how
our community would adapt to the
opportunities and threats.
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Free, friendly, fun sessions of Halloween themed songs, rhymes
and stories for babies, toddlers, pre-schoolers and their families
and carers to enjoy together.
CALL TO ACTION: FOR YOUNG PEOPLE IN INVERCLYDE
Craft Bags available from all Inverclyde libraries 25th-30th October
(while stocks last)
We need your help to respond to the Galoshans 2021 theme of
Climate Challenge/ COP26 by taking part in Creative Recycling.
Help the library to repurpose posters, leaflets and
craft materials – all while having fun creating your
upcycled masterpiece. Collect a mixed bag of
supplies from the library. Email in a photo of
your creation and it will appear on our
Galoshans Upcycling Challenge Album.
Follow along with craft ideas from YPS on
Youtube
SPOOKY STORYTIME
Wednesday 27th October, 1.30pm.
Inverclyde libraries

HALLOWEEN PARTY
Saturday 30th October - 3.30pm and 4.45pm
Beacon Arts Centre
Free, fun party for 8-14 year olds.
Book online at BeaconArts Centre
https://www.beaconartscentre.co.uk/

www.galoshansfestival.com

Kids Activities

NOT TOO SPOOKY BOOK BUG
At scheduled bookbug sessions 25th-30th October
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/inverclydelibraries-31266444707

Visual Arts Projects

JUNK JOURNALS
Saturday 30th October - Inverclyde libraries
There will be a small exhibition of the Make it Up group’s
Junk Journals in Greenock Central Library on
Saturday 30th October, it will illustrate different
stages of the crafting process.
JUNK MODELLING
Saturday 30th October - 10am-12pm at Greenock
Central, Port Glasgow and Gourock Libraries
THE VIEW FROM THE MOON
6th - 12th November - 10am - 4pm
RIG Arts Studio, Unit 7, Tobacco Warehouse,
11 Clarence Street, Greenock PA15 1LP
Willie Sutherland presents new work inspired by environmental
themes from George Wyllie’s ‘Christmas Day Down a Goldmine’, alongside
original works by George Wyllie (1921 – 2012).This timely jewel of an
exhibition, presented during COP 26 invites us to question our treatment of
the planet in this time of climate emergency. Highly praised for his first solo
exhibition, ‘Evolution of Wa’, at Glasgow’s CCA, self-taught artist and sculptor
Willie Sutherland presents new sculptures and paintings based on a
re-imaging of Wyllie’s work.
When talking about his work, Sutherland said Wyllie’s “humour and humanity”
influenced him. From this, subsequent connection with the George Wyllie
Estate gave the idea for this new collaborative exhibition. Sutherland’s
expedition to the Wyllie archive has stimulated a reimagining of Wyllie’s
‘Christmas Day Down a Goldmine’, a 1985 seasonal adaptation
of ‘A Day Down A Goldmine’ that began as an exhibition in 1982,
developed into an award-winning play, and enjoyed a continuing afterlife, with
slight modifications, until 1990.
This exhibition by Willie Sutherland, in collaboration with the George Wyllie
Estate, is taking place in the lead up to the centenary of George Wyllie’s birth
on 31 December 2021. Please see georgewyllie.com for further
information. Funded by Creative Carbon Scotland as part
of RIG Arts Inverclyde Climate Beacons project.
EGERIA CLIMATE ART INSTALLATION
22nd October- 12th November
West Blackhall Street, Greenock
Egeria the wood nymph has been dressed up, ready to
party with the Galoshans spirits. Her creative makeover
is courtesy of the RIG Arts Fixing Fashion project that
repurposed waste materials, old fishing equipment and
discarded garments to comment on the horrors of overproduction in the fast
fashion industry and the pollution of seas across the world. It reminds us to get
creative and reduce, reuse and recycle for the future of our planet.

This streamed performance of Dracula: A
Radio Play on Stage, filmed at the Wellpark
Mid Kirk Church (2019) stars Felix O’Brien
as Mr Vivian Bickford Smith and Leonna
McGilligan as Ms Maeve Johnson. Join two
plucky radio actors as they tackle Bram Stoker’s
classic play 15 characters and grapple with
cuttingedge 1950s technology. The show features
live sound effects and period music. #GaloshansFestival
TALES OF THE OAK
Thursday 28th October - 6pm-7pm - Book online
at Beacon Arts Centre https://www.beaconartscentre.co.uk
Storyteller and author Paul Bristow shares his story map with us, and
wanders through the folklore and urban legends of his hometown,
searching for a different way to tell stories about Inverclyde. Tales of
bogles, pirates, monsters and mermaids are reinterpreted and retold
by voices from across the community, with accompanying comic art
illustrations. The event is part of the Scottish International Storytelling
Festival 2021 and supported by TRACS – Traditional
Arts and Culture Scotland as part of the ‘Go Local’ programme.
Presented live and online in association with The Beacon
Arts Centre.

Live Music, Theatre,
Performance, Events

DRACULA: A RADIO PLAY ON STAGE
25 October – 1 November - Watch online
at Beacon Arts Centre https://www.beaconartscentre.co.uk
No Nonsense Production in association with Beacon
Arts Centre present ‘Dracula: A Radio Play on
Stage’. Are you ready for a frightful, delightful
night of pure theatrical entertainment?! Well
No Nonsense Productions have you covered!

I THOUGHT I WAS UNDONE - BOOK LAUNCH
Saturday 6th November - 1pm-2pm - Book online at
Beacon Arts Centre https://www.beaconartscentre.co.uk
Join Magic Torch Comics as they launch their
graphic novel exploration of doomed Scottish
Pirate Captain William Kidd. Hear about the
legend (not the life) of the hapless Kidd and get
an exclusive first edition of the book, which
features buried treasure, secret maps, sea
shanties, courtroom drama, creatures from
beyond and unreliable photocopiers.

Live Music, Theatre,
Performance, Events

Written by Paul Bristow with artwork by Andy Lee
In memory of Andy, all profits from book sales
will be donated to Inverclyde organisations who
provide mental health support.
GALOSHANS GIGS | CLIMATE
Friday 12th November - 7pm (TBC)
Watch online on RIGArtsInverclyde Youtube channel
Live music performances inspired by COP 26
shared online from Lynnie Carson, Gram Allan,
Shelagh McKay-Jones, Martin Stephen-Jones, Ian
McLaughlan and Poets for the Planet.
PAULINE AND THE MATCHES
Sat 30 Oct & Sun 31 Oct in Greenock Town Centre
Friday 12th Nov at Wellpark Mid Kirk Church
Pauline and the Matches is a playful,
performative project by a group of multimedia artists, incorporating an exhibition of
hand-painted sets, installations, costume,
live sound and performance taking place in
Greenock town centre and Wellpark Mid
Kirk. For times, booking and more
information go to galoshansfestival.com
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Artist Residencies

GREER PESTER | BASHFUL RADICALS KITE FLYING
SPECTACLE
Tuesday 2nd November 3:30pm-5pm, Wellpark, Greenock
Bashful Radicals- Inspired by the Guatemalan kite making practice
of ‘Barriletes’ where during the Day of the Dead Festival in Sumpango
the community comes together to build giant colourful kites to
remember the dead. Through the Galoshans residency Greer will be
exploring text and creative forms of activism
and will work with the local community to
build a large gentle protest kite and to
encourage movement towards practices that
make us feel like more connected and
reflective humans as part of the natural
world. Let’s celebrate together as we fly
the kite over Inverclyde.
PLAYMOBILE & KRISTYNA ILEK
The Museum of Missing Myths
Walking Night Tour. Suitable for all ages.
Thursday 11th November, 6.30, 7.30 and 8.30pm
Dress for the weather and outdoor footwear required.
To book a place and to confirm the location contact
info@rigarts.org

FIXING FASHION VLOGS
22nd October - 12 November - Online
Online showcase of how to and informational vlogs about upcycling, fast
fashion and textiles Climate Challenge Fund
RECYCLE UPCYCLE VLOGS
22nd Oct- 12th November
Online showcase of how to and informational vlogs about upcycling textiles, furniture & plastics. https://vimeo.com/rigarts
WEAVING WATER | CLIMATE CONVERSATIONS WITH LAURIE
DUFFY & MUSICIAN LYNNIE CARSON
Tuesday 2nd November, 6pm, online www.facebook.com/rigartsinverclyde
A creative climate discussion and introduction to the Weaving Water film
and RIG Arts Fixing Fashion Documentary detailing the great work being
done in Scotland to tackle Fast Fashion.

Films, Films, Films

CLIMATE MITIGATION FILMS
22nd October - 12 November - Online
Online showcase of documentary film on Fast Fashion and a film and photo
shoot of contemporary movement artist Laura Reilly - Climate Challenge
Fund

...AND COP26
The UK will host the 26th UN Climate Change Conference
of the Parties (COP26) in Glasgow on
31 October – 12 November 2021.
WHAT IS COP26?
COP26 IS THE 2021 UNITED NATIONS ANNUAL
This fes
tiv
CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE.
of ‘Climal has the them
COP stands for Conference of the Parties. Parties are the
in with Uate’, linking e
signatories of the United Nations Framework Convention
ChangeN Climate
COP26
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) - a treaty agreed in 1994
which has 197 Parties (196 countries and the EU). The 2021
conference, hosted by the UK, together with our partners
Italy, in Glasgow, will be the 26th meeting of the Parties, which
is why it’s called COP26. United Nations climate change
conferences are among the largest international meetings in the
world. The negotiations between governments are complex and involve
officials from every country in the world as well as representatives from civil society and
the global news media.
WHY DOES LIMITING TEMPERATURE RISE TO 1.5 DEGREES MATTER?
At 2 degrees of global warming, there would be widespread and severe impacts on
people and nature. A third of the world’s population would be regularly exposed to
severe heat, leading to health problems and more heat-related deaths. Almost all warm
water coral reefs would be destroyed, and the Arctic sea ice would melt entirely at least
one summer per decade, with devastating impacts on the wildlife and communities
they support. We cannot rule out the possibility that irreversible loss of ice sheets in
Greenland and the Antarctic could be triggered, leading to several metres of sea level
rise over centuries to come.
At 1.5°C, the impacts would be serious, but less severe. There would be
lower risks of food and water shortages, lower risks to economic growth
and fewer species at risk of extinction. Threats to human health from air
pollution, disease, malnutrition and exposure to extreme heat would
also be lower. That is why every fraction of a degree of warming
matters, and why we are dedicated to keeping the prospect of
holding temperature rises to 1.5 degrees alive.

To find out more visit: https://ukcop26.org
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We hope you enjoy
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